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i ATTACKING TRADITIONS. e
0- The Founders’ Day celebration, or tl
1! | rather the preparation for 1t, is playing | .
Of | the very deuce with patriotic traditions | '#

M |in Philadelphia. The Betsy Ross con-|SY
- | troversy has torn the residents of that|in
- | city into factions, and while it rages| Cil
N1 a patriot attacks the tradition that the
n- | Liberty bell was rung by William
§ | Hurry when he Declaration of Inde-
I | pendence was signed. As a conse-
of | quence the grave of Hurry, which is in
Pt | the cemetery of the OIld Pine street
r | church, will not be marked for the
n- | present, at least. In this case the at-|e€l
ts | tack is made by an officer of the Phil- | tl
¢- | adelphia chapter of the Sons of the | vifl
he ‘ American Revolution.
ly Philadelphia is prominent as the
n | birthplace of American independence, p
to and its Betsy Ross and other traditions | ‘™
e| have served to maintain its standing R
as a center of patriotism. If  the |af
so | Founders’ Day eelebration is to result f to
v,|in the destruction of the traditions, |y
s | what becomes of the city’s standing as
r, | to patriotism? Somebody made the first
le | American flag somewhere, and since
or | Betsy Ross certainly made American | !
tlags, what is te be gained by inquiring | h{
of | too curiously as to whether or not she
en | made the first? So, too, what boots it
whether William Hurry rang the bell | sq
er | a' the birth of independence or whether | m
his | somebody else rang 1t? What differ-| pMil
hil | ence deces it make whether the bell was
rung cor not? What especial service to
te- | patriotism is there in the ringing of a
bn | bell?  Who made the ink and the pen|°If
Bti- | that were used to write the Declara-
ho- | tion?  Maybe he is as important as the
hr- | man who rang the bell, altbough he 15 i
th | not mentioned 1 gong or story. To go|b
ill | higher in the secale, who first shouted | re}
to | for American independence? How, many
flift | of the disputants know who signed the
b- | Declaration?

a- Philadelphia should keep all her tra- "’i

¢

e | ditions or unload all of them, whether | !
on | they are founded on fact or otherwise, di
an | for nobody knows what are the facts, ed
re |and in the case of Philadelphia tradi-|
et | tions are much better than some of the
n- | facts, e
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